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TOWN O F WENHAM 
Board of Health  
Meeting of May 5, 2021 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, § 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk and delivered to 
all Board members, a meeting of the Wenham Board of Health (BOH) was held Wednesday May 5, 2021 at 6 pm.   
Due to the COVID19 Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting took place virtually on 
Zoom. The Chair announced the meeting was being recorded and those BOH members present. 
 
The Wenham Board of Health (BOH) makes regulations as it deems necessary for the public health and safety of the Town. 
The BOH is responsible for the enforcement of State Sanitary Codes, State Environmental Codes and BOH Regulations. Areas 
of responsibility include: septic systems, housing and dwelling units, food service establishments, private wells and recreational 
camps for children.   
Board members are elected for a three-year term: Gerald Donnellan (2021); Dr. Andrew Ting, (2022); Regina Baker (2023) 
 
• Call to order -With a quorum present, Dr. Ting called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
Board members present: Dr. Andrew Ting, Chair; Regina Baker; Gerald Donnellan  
Others present: Jackie Bresnahan, Director of Administrative Services; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
Officials present, not participating were Select Board members Cheeseman & Harrison. 
 
• Public Input – There was none.  
 
Public Hearing - 6:00 pm  
• Review and discuss Model Regulations for Body Art Establishments 

Ø Model Regulations for Body Art Establishments Sections 1-15:  The purpose of the Model Regulations for Body Art 
Establishments is to set forth a model regulatory scheme for use by communities where Boards of Health seek to enact regulations governing the 
practice of body art.  
Ø Department Reviews including Police, Fire, Health Agent, Land Use (zoning), Building Inspector, Town Administrator  
Ø Dr. Ting read the public hearing notice as published in the HW Chronicle on April 22, 2021 & April 29, 2021: 
The Wenham Board of Health will conduct a public hearing per M.G.L. Chapter 111 § 31, at 6 pm on Wednesday May 5, 2021, 
electronically via Zoom to gather public input on regulations entitled “Model Regulations for Body Art Establishments” which would create 
regulations, minimum sanitary standards, and requirements for Body Art Establishment and Practitioners operating within the Town of 
Wenham. A draft copy can be found on the Board of Health page at Wenhanma.gov or by calling the BOH Office at 978.468.5520 x 4. 
Attendees can access the meeting via the posting on the town calendar 48 hours prior to the meeting. 

The Board voted unanimously by roll call to open the public hearing a 6:03 pm. 
 
A local salon in Wenham’s business district is requesting to apply for permitting to be an establishment and practitioner for 
cosmetic tattooing as part of the microblading concept.  The state provides model regulation but allows local BOH to establish 
local regulations. Standard medical use as well as oversight by BOH for permitting the establishment and practitioners. The 
applicant has confirmed the requirements can be met.   
There was a discussion about the minimum age. The state has set 18 for specific piercings, but this is not in the purview of the 
BOH. Other piercings/ tattoos are allowed when accompanied by a parent or legal guardian. 
Ms. Bresnahan reviewed the responses from town departments, which were minimal. 

o Police – Actual location impact to traffic and operational hours. 
o Fire – Will require annual inspections  
o Land Use - Not regulated under zoning; tattooing is protected under free speech  
o Health Agent - This will require a septic inspection. 

 
The Chair opened the hearing for public input. There was none.  
The Board discussed the preliminary information. The applicant will be required to submit a plan with the application based on 
the regulations (similar to other permitted services e.g. food service), which includes all departments to review. 
Ms. Bresnahan based the hours for inspections, reviews, and follow-up by the Assistant Health Agent at about 25 to 30 hours.  
This will be used to base the application fee to cover associated expenses with the permitting of the establishment; this permit 
requires annual renewal similar to liquor licenses.  The Health Agent will track her hours for this application.  
The regulations will be applicable to all future applications and safety standards. 
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There are separate permitting fees for the Building and Practitioners; other communities’ fees are in the range of $500 for 
building and $250 for Practitioners.  
o Next steps:  

§ State model regulations -To be reviewed by Town Counsel.   
§ Confirm Minimum age with parental consent for tattooing/piercing (ear piercing is excluded from regulations and 

can be done at any age) 
§ Discussion and potential approval of regulations forms, and fee schedule on upcoming meeting agenda.  

 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to close the public hearing at 6:38pm.  
 
• Update on Covid-19 from the Public Health Nurse  
Dr. Ting noted that the Select Board and School Committee recognized the Public Nurse, Maribeth Ting at the Annual Town 
Meeting for her work this past year during COVID. 
 
Ms. Ting reported that there were 6 new cases the preceding 2 weeks (Sunday to Saturday) and only one active case currently.  
Wenham went from being a yellow to a gray community according to the state’s color-coded risk assessment. 
There is a newly posted chart by community, identifying the percentage of residents vaccinated. Wenham’s percentages were 
calculated on a population of 5,208.  Based on this figure, 1,598 residents, or 31%, are fully vaccinated and 2,383 residents have 
received at least one vaccination.  This information is also broken down by age groups. 
Ms. Ting mentioned that the Danvers Double Tree vaccination site will be closed as the state shifts how vaccinations will be 
delivered to local pharmacies, that will be required to provide walk-in or book-now-in-an-hour appointments. 
It was noted that the Salem/ Beverly regional vaccination site was given the green light to go ahead, and it is hoped the regional 
application of which Wenham is a part of, will also be approved to open a local vaccination site.  
There is a survey to families if they would be interested in a vaccination site at the schools.  
 
• Upcoming events  
o Memorial Day – There is no parade planned this year.  The Veteran’s Committee has a meeting May 11 but it is not 
expected they will change the services planned for Memorial Day.  
o The Council on Aging is considering a driving parade sometime in late June as a spring entertainment for seniors at Enon 
Village, The Boulders and The Maples. Mike Therrien, COA Board of Directors joined meeting at 6:57 pm and spoke on the 
idea to hold a spring “parade”.  This may involve about 5 cars decorated for spring and music visiting at Enon Village, The 
Boulders, and The Maples. The COA wanted to confirm early in the planning if permits or special authorization was needed.  
The Board supported social distancing if seniors were to congregate outside, and recommended gatherings be in open spaces 
and attendees are identified for tracking purpose, if needed.  Ms. Ting observed the Governor’s guidance may change soon. 
 
• Review and approve outstanding minutes – April 7, 2021 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to approve the minutes of April 7, 20201.  
 
• Schedule next meeting:  May 19 at 9 am  

 
Adjournment- The Board voted unanimously by roll call to adjourn at 7:11 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
5.6.21 
  


